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B Michael Jones writes from Florida about
his work to conserve a Danish rescue boat for
The Florida Holocaust Museum (TFHM) in
St. Petersburg: “One October evening in 1943,
during the third year of German occupation
of Denmark, Erik Olsen slipped his boat THOR
out of Kgge harbor for a night of fishing. But
this was not a normal night; he carried a Jew-
ish family of four, who were hidden aboard,
across the Oresund to neutral Sweden and
safety. Similar acts of courage occurred on
hundreds of boats along the working water-
front of Denmark that month, when Danish
citizens acted in defiance of Nazi Germany's
plans to deport the Danish Jewish commu-
nity to concentration camps. In a three-week
period, 90 percent of the country’s Jewish pop-
ulation, or 7,200 people, were transported to
safety in Sweden.
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“l.':ighl dc‘f‘-"‘de-‘* later, descendants of those During the German occupation of Denmark, the 1930s fishing boat THOR
Danish SREVEGLS f‘?"“d THOR, one of the few was one of many boats that in August 1943 smuggled Jewish citizens to
rescuc _bm“-“ still in existence. Through the safety in Sweden. She has recently been placed on display atThe Florida
dedication of Irene Weiss and Margot Ben- Holocaust Museum in St. Petersburg.

stock, THOR was transported from Denmark
to St. Petersburg, and preparations began for
it to be featured in TFHM to preserve and commemorate acts | the engine, and a live well amidships. She was built in the
of courage and compassion. While modifications of the muse- | 1930s to a traditional design little changed from earlier sail-
um'’s building were being made, work began on stabilizing | ing fish boats.

THOR, a classic Danish double-ended fishing boat 34' LOA “Overseeing the boat’s transition from an old working
with a 13'beam. THOR is oak-framed with iron-fastened pine | vessel to a museum exhibit is Peter Fix. an archaeological
planking, a small pilothouse aft, a small deckhouse covering | watercraft conservator with Texas A&M University.
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To prepare the boat for being lifted by crane into a
custom-built cradle, we added plank fastenings and
temporary athwartships bracing to the framing, which
was in good condition, with no repairs necessary. We
removed the engine, which was not original. We also
took out a massive engine-driven windlass, which late
in the boat’s working life had been installed over the
live well for eel fishing.

“In December 2024, THOR was fitted into the cradle,
trucked into downtown St. Petersburg, and fitted into
its permanent berth inside the museum. Once in place,
structural repairs were made to the pilothouse, and
the cabintop over the engineroom was rebuilt match-
ing original construction methods. The boat’s original
decking consisted of individual removable panels made
up of athwartships planking with caulked seams. These
panels were not fastened down, so they were removed,
cleaned, and reset by Texas A&M conservators, who also
reconditioned the pilothouse windows and doors.

“TFHM will reopen September 9, 2025, with THOR
featured as the centerpiece on the first floor along with -
one of the few remaining railroad boxcars of the type
used by the Nazis to transport prisoners to concentration
camps. THOR is a powerful symbol of what individuals with
courage can do in the face of injustice.”

For more information, contact The Florida Holocaust Museum,
35 5th St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701; www.theflon.org

B WoodenBoal's copyeditor, Jane Crosen, and friend Andrea
Olsen of Grand Lake Stream report on a “family gathering”
of 29 canoes at the Grand Lake Stream Folk Art Festival in

A July folk art festival in Grand Lake Stream, Maine, highlighted
29 of the area’s distinctive wood-and-canvas canoes,

July: “Canoes, canoes, canoes—square-sterned Grand Lak-
ers and double-enders. The display showed the evolution of
the Grand Lake canoe, from the early builders in the 1920s
until today, the most comprehensive collection exhibited in
the festival’s history. Canvas-covered double-ender guide
canoes predating the Grand Lakers were also represented.
“The Grand Lake Stream Folk Art Festival began in 1995
as an event showcasing the area’s natural beauty and unique
heritage, incorporating folk art and music with an out-
doorsy theme. Founders Cathy and Bill Shamel and Sophie
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