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the Firestone Grand Prix of

sparkle at Florida Botanical Gardens,
Largo, Nov. 28-Jan. 3. Stroll among
p l E a million LEDs, laser light shows

x Holiday Lights in the Gardens

and whimsical lighted figures in this
wonderland located midway between Clearwater
and St. Pete Beach. visitstpeteclearwater.com

Golf enthusiasts won't want to miss the Skechers
PGA World Champions Cup, Dec. 4-7 at Feather
Sound Country Club, Clearwater. This three-

day global showdown brings together major
champions, Hall of Famers and legends of the
game and features Team USA, Team Europe and
Team International, with proceeds to Shriners
Children's Hospital. worldchampionscup.com

Fiber artists, photographers, jewelers other
talented crafters gather at the 29th Annual
Downtown Dunedin Craft Festival, Jan. 3-4.
Unique and beautiful gifts await you. artfestival.com

A
Want to ring in 2026 in style? Head to New Year's
Eve at the St. Pete Pier for live music, family fun,
champagne bar and a colossal fireworks finale

CARROTTOP | -

I | I )( O R 5 Engines roar back Feb. 27-Mar. 1 as the 22nd
Firestone Grand Prix of St. Petersburg takes
over the city's downtown waterfront. Explore

< IndyCar's Fan Village, beer gardens and get driver
— e e 3 autographs. Added this year is the NASCAR
> | g
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e Aquarium courtesy of Clearwater

VisitSPC.com;

35 miles of sugar-white sand & warm emerald waters. Premier golf courses
& world-class resorts. Laid-back beach vibes & award-winning eats.
Experience all that St. Pete-Clearwater has to offer and enjoy exclusive

deals and discounts with the FREE digital FunShine Savings Passport.

Scan the code for St. Pete-Clearwater
dining and attraction deals with our

FREE FunShine Savings Passport.
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Save money with the FunShine
Savings Passport

By Sean Davies
There's no shortage of things to do in St.
Pete-Clearwater. With museums, tours,
restaurants and nightlife, you'd be forgiven
for thinking that seeing it all might just break
your bank. Thankfully, America's favorite

beaches don't just want you to enjoy the
award-winning sand, they also want to give
you the inside track to savings.

The FunShine Savings Passport is a free, no
app needed, pass that nets those who sign up
deals at tons of fun things happening around
St. Pete-Clearwater. Simply by redeeming the
passport, users are given access to a database
of discounts at restaurants, museums, tours
and more. After signing up and receiving an
email, guests can browse a range of activities
and use filters to find specific engagements by
activity or neighborhood,

With the passport, it's easier than ever to visit any
one of the many museums of St. Pete-Clearwater.
The Dali Museum, for example, offers passport
holders discounts on admission, as does the
Museum of Fine Arts, Imagine Museum and the
Great Explorations Children's Museum.

The Clearwater Marine Aguarium, renowned
for its rehabilitation of aquatic creatures,

nonstop
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also offers benefits for passport holders.

With discounted admission, guests can put
their meney towards the more intimate
engagements the aquarium provides, like the
VIP Dolphin Experience, one of a handful of
engagements that allow guests to get up close
and personal with the animals while they train,
feed and play.

The passport is also the best way to find
discounts on excursions into the beautiful
natural world surrounding the city. Whether it
be deep-sea fishing with Hubbard’s Marina or
a relaxing cruise aboard Calypso Breeze, the
passport has savings to offer, giving intrepid
travelers myriad adventures to choose from.

Even restaurant deals can be acquired with the
passport, perfect for fueling up after a long day
of adventures, exhibits and encounters. With
discounts on food and retail at no extra cost,
the FunShine Savings Passport is a must-have
for anyone visiting St. Pete-Clearwater. Sign up
for free online, funshinesavings.com

In 2023, CNN Travel named
The Dall Museum one of
seven museums globally
that showcase the future
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Play for the day or stay for a week.
There's something for everyone in Safety Harbor!
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5 pubs.
2 breweries.
19 parks.
30 restaurants.
18 boutiques.
Countless |
services. /
Endless / Ls' bruayy, og° 29
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entertainment. | r$10., "}egmm"

discoversafetyharbor.com l

Just 10 minutes north of PIE between Tampa & C-IeaiRvEter!

aph Collection

Photos courtesy of The Vinoy Resort & Golf Club, Autogr
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“Nostalgia meets modern
sophishcatmn at The Vinoy

By Heather Turk

Located just steps away from Beach Drive
along the downtown St. Pete waterfront,
The Vinoy Resort & Golf Club, Autograph
Collection continues to be one of Southwest
Florida's most luxurious resorts. Since opening
in 1925, the historic property has not only
welcomed U.S. presidents, Hollywood elite
and luxury travelers, but also served as
military housing in the 1940s. In recent years,
it has been lovingly restored to its renowned
pink prominence while continuing to evolve to
meet the needs of today’s guests.

“The Vinoy's enduring success lies in

its timeless elegance and its rare ability

to balance historic charm with modern
luxury,” said Alice Land, director of sales

and marketing for The Vinoy Resort & Golf
Club, Autograph Collection. "With elegant
guest rooms and suites, a championship

golf course, on-site marina, full-service

spa, Har-Tru tennis courts and pet-friendly
accommodations — all within walking distance

Continued on next page
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of shops and restaurants — the resort delivers
both character and contemporary comforts.
Combined with convenient access from

St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport,

The Vinoy stands as a living landmark that
continues to offer a complete and elevated
guest experience.”

The Vinoy completed the initial phase of

a comprehensive renovation in 2023 that
included a redesign of its 354 residential-style
guest rooms and suites. Influenced by Florida's
coastal topography, the rooms now feature
such striking details as floors that transition b J“-“-‘fm e
from wood to custom, blue-patterned : NI
carpeting, presenting the look of sand meeting
the sea. The Vinoy also introduced the only
Fifth Avenue Club located in a resort on
Florida's Gulf Coast in 2024, so fashionistas
can book a personalized session with a Saks
Stylist to spruce up their wardrobe.

Several new food and beverage concepts
opened to the public in 2023 as well, including
the chic French patisserie Lottie and the Latin
American-inspired poolside restaurant Parasol.
Additionally, The Vinoy welcomed Elliott Aster
to its culinary portfolio this past May. Led by
Michelin-starred chef Lee Wolen, the refined
restaurant specializes in wood-fired steaks and
sophisticated Italian dishes.

r ps of of The Vinoy Resort & Golf Club courtesy of The Vinoy Resort & Golf Club, Autograph Collection

Photo of The Don CeSar courtesy of The Don CeSar; Belleview Inn courtesy of opalcollection.com; Fenway Hotel courtesy of Fenway Hot

BefleView o

Fenway Hotel

Fun Fact: In 2023, The Vinoy joined
Marriott Bonvoy’s Autograph Collection
— a global collection of distinctive
independent hotels known for providing

"

guests with an experience that's "Exactly
Like Nothing Else.”

Not to forget its rich history, one of The Vinoy's
most delightful additions actually pays tribute to
the iconic resort. In 2023, the property began
hosting a History Tour & High Tea experience
every Thursday through Sunday, from 2 until 4
p.m., that’s open to the public. Priced at $140 per
person, the experience begins with a one-hour,
docent-led history tour that covers the resort's
storied past while showcasing its Mediterranean
Revival architecture. Guests will then get to
enjoy afternoon tea service on the property's
mezzanine, where they can savor a selection

of fresh-baked scones, perfectly cut finger
sandwiches, delectable pastries and loose-leaf
teas while being served "vintage style" with white
gloves and 1920s silverware,

Given how much The Vinoy offers guests, it's
easy to see why it has remained one Southwest
Florida's most beloved resorts over the past
century. Although there may be plenty to
experience nearby, the timeless property is truly a
vacation destination unto itself. thevinoy.com ©

MORE HISTORIC
HOTELS IN ST. PETE-
CLEARWATER

In addition to The Vinoy Resort & Golf
Club, Autograph Collection, St. Pete-
Clearwater is home to several other
historic hotels that have withstood the
test of time.

BELLEVIEW INN

Dating back to 1897, Belleview

Inn is 3 beloved Florida retreat that
underwent a major renovation in 2018.
Located just minutes from Clearwater
Beach, the 35-room Belleair property
is the perfect mix of classic and
contemporary, with special places that
allow guests to take in its history as if
they were visiting during the Gilded
Age. The Tiffany Room is not to be
missed, boasting 24 of the original
100 Tiffany glass panels that made

up the room’s iconic curved ceiling.
opalcollection.com/belleview-inn

THE DON CESAR

Celebrating its 98th anniversary

in January 2026, The Dan CeSar
reopened earfier this year following

a six-month restoration to fix the
hurricane damage it endured in 2024.
A favorite destination for celebrities,
dignitaries and sodialites since 1928, St,
Pete’s iconic Pink Palace has once again
returned to its former grandeur, with
six restaurants and lounges on site, two
heated pools, a full-service spa and its
own private beach. doncesar.com

FENWAY HOTEL

Considered the most historically
valuable structure in Dunedin, Fenway
Hotel opened its doors in 1927. An
icon of the Jazz Age, the boutique
hotel was once home to the first radio
station in Pinellas County, Many of its
83 guest rooms and suites offer views
of the Dunedin waterfront, and there’s
a new speakeasy on property filled with
memorabilia from the hotel’s storied
past. fenwayhotel.com

Redesigned by famed architect Ron Garl in 1992, The
Vinoy Golf Club presents 6,626 yards of golf for a par 71
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; Photo opportunities abound in
= St. Pete-Clearwater
By Heather Turk
L.
\ These days, travelers are always in search

\ of the perfect photo opportunity to share

on social media. Luckily, visitors to St. Pete-
Clearwater never have to go far to take a cool
picture, as the destination has plenty of social
media-worthy attractions and experiences.
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Schooner Clearwater’s
salling vessel offers
passengers the perfect
“m the king (or queen)
of the world!" photo
opportunity

Phota of Schooner Clearwater courtesy of Schooner Clearwater; Sunken Gardens flamingos by Hayley Caylor; Fort De Soto

Park courtesy of Pinellas County Communications; Gnomea by Pics by the Moon; Sunken Gardens' North Lawn by J

On Dec. 7, Sunken Gardens will host a
Flamingo Festival featuring fun festivities
In honor of its beloved flock of flamingos

bz
Hlstory buﬂi will

yplerity of photoffs lis'at Fort De Soto Park

Fun Fact: A recognized wildlife
sanctuary, Fort De Soto Park

is frequented by wildlife
photographers — especially
during the winter months when
a wide variety of wintering
shorebirds call the park home.

=4 "t Wi

Visitors enjoy ukmg)ﬂmgnphs in front
of the bouninvﬂleabSunkun Gardens?,
North Lawn .
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At Folly Farm Nature Preserve in Safety Harbor,
guests can take a photo with a 17-foot-tall wooden
gnome named Gnomeo, An homage to Danish artist
Thomas Dambo’s famous wooden troll sculptures,
Gnomeo was created by artists Chris Dotson and
Kumpa Tawornprom to have a natural look that
blended in with the 10-acre park's towering trees
and native gardens. Rumor has it that if visitors
stare at Gnomeo long encugh, his head appears to
move! After visitors take their photo with Gnomeo,
they can snap some selfies in the preserve’s
butterfly garden or with the farm animals in its barn.
cityofsafetyharbor.com/962/folly-farm-nature-preserve

St. Pete’s oldest living museum, Sunken Gardens,

is another popular place to take photographs. The
100-year-old roadside attraction is home not only
to 19 Chilean flamingos that guests can take selfies
with, but also some of the oldest royal palms in
Pinellas County. Boasting more than 50,000 exotic
tropical plants and birds from around the world,
the 4-acre botanical garden is truly one of St. Pete-
Clearwater’s most Instagrammable attractions.
sunkengardens.org

Fort De Soto Park in Tierra Verde offers guests

a wealth of photo opportunities, too, including a
great shot from its East Beach across the water with
the Sunshine Skyway Bridge in the background.
Probably its most popular photo opportunity,
though, can be found near its Gulf Pier, where
visitors can take photos with the park’s namesake
19th century fort. Although the fort never saw
combat, it played an important role in coastal
defense during the short-lived Spanish-American
War by being the first fort of its kind to be disguised
as a sand dune. Visitors can still explore the fort's
unlit rooms and take photos with its four 12-inch
M1890-MIi mortars and two 3-inch Driggs-Seabury
rapid-fire guns on display. pinellas.gov/parks/fort-de-
soto-park

Of course, no trip to St. Pete-Clearwater is complete
without taking some photographs out on the water.
Schooner Clearwater offers 2-hour Day Sail and
Sunset Sail cruises aboard its custom-built, steel
staysail schooner that take guests past Coachman
Park and the mansions of Clearwater Bay out

into the gulf. Wildlife sightings are common, so
passengers will want to make sure that their camera
phones are fully charged so they don't miss out on
taking any photographs of the dolphins, manatees,
sea turtles, sharks or fish that may be swimming near
the boat. During the winter months, many migratory
birds inhabit *Bird Island" near Clearwater Beach
Marina as well, providing guests with some additional
photo opportunities. schoonerclearwater.com
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EXPERIENCE THE MAGIC OF THE HOLIDAYS!
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Stay & Celebrate with Us

25 steps from award-winning Clearwater Beach
TripAdvisor ranked in Top 5

Free Wi-Fi

Heated pool

Non-smoking property

Beach umbrella/ chair rentals

Palm Pavilion Beachside Grill & Bar

Live music on the deck

The Best of St, Pete/Clearwater

Palm Pavilion Inn
18 Bay Esplanade, Clearwater Beach, FL

#1 Best Inn & Cottage
800.433.7256 + PalmPavilioninn.com B3 &

PARADISE, RELIABILITY AND SERVICE SINCE 1981
/A ——

Destination - St. Pete/Clearwater's
award winning beaches.

All beachfront properties, fantastic views
and averything the Tampa Bay Area has

to offer. Come and find your paradise

Visit our website to select your favorite!
17200 Gulf Bivd. North
Redington Beach, FL 33708

800-635-7776 OR 800-421-8863 JCRESORTS us

Photos courtesy of Clearwater Marine Aguarium

Clearwater Mat ‘Aquanum
continues ta?fonor the legacy

of its most fm'nous resident
z —«l By Heather Turk

Winter the Atlantic bottlenose dolphin may
have passed away in 2021, but the spirit of
the “Dolphin Tale" star lives on thanks to an
inspirational new exhibit at her former home.

In June, Clearwater Marine Aquarium
opened "Tales of Winter the Dolphin® on
the fourth floor of its Visitor Center. The
exhibit follows Winter's life from her rescue
in 2005 and the loss of her tail fluke to the
invention of her groundbreaking prosthetic
tail. Visitors can view a life-sized replica

of the crab trap that entangled Winter in
Florida's Mosquito Lagoon, explore realistic
prosthetic tail models and learn how
innovation and science came together to
support her recovery. Additionally, fans can
see mementos from Winter's life on display,
like her favorite rubber duck, and props
from the "Dolphin Tale® movies, including an
animatronic dolphin.

Those visiting the aguarium can also see four
female rough-toothed dolphins that were
brought into the facility in June. Deemed
non-releasable by the National Oceanic

and Atmospheric Administration, three of

the dolphins are either deaf or have severe
hearing loss. The dolphins join two other
rough-toothed dolphins and three

Atlantic bottlenose dolphins
that permanently reside
at the aquarium —
including "Dolphin
Tale 2" star, Hope.

% ‘ nonstop
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Dolphins aren't thc’on’?m atthe Oeamater‘

Madnm'qlhﬂm Otters)| ees and more are
| rehawn:teda the marine life hnlplhl on-site

Home to more than 1,400 animals, including
non-releasable sharks, otters and pelicans,
Clearwater Marine Aquarium is the only
aquarium in the United States that currently
cares for rough-toothed dolphins, Guests can
learn more about the aguarium’s inhabitants
by attending educational presentations
offered at various habitats throughout the
day or by booking a hands-on animal care
experience. Visitors can also see animals
undergoing rehabilitation in the aquarium’s
working marine life hospital, which has given
injured animals a second chance at life for
more than 50 years.

o« Clearwater Marine Aquarium is
*J open daily from 10 a.m. until
i 5 p.m.; holiday hours vary.
cmaquarium.or§ <



TAMPA BAY'S
BEST WINGS!

“”TERS 11 Tampa Bay Area Locations

Visit the Original in Clearwater! Museum, Merch & Morel

‘En joy Stone Crab™
e at onr. Place
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Order online and have stone crab delivered
to your doorstep the next day.
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Photo of imagine Museum courtesy of Imagine Museum; The Florida Holocaust Museum courtesy of

The Florida Helocaust Museum; Indian Rocks Historical Museum by Phil Hanna
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Lesser-known museums in
St. Pete-Clearwater
By Heather Turk

Often referred to as the “Arts Coast,” St. Pete-
Clearwater is home to dozens of museums
— including several local gems that visitors
should put at the top of their must-see list.

THE FLORIDA HOLOCAUST MUSEUM

In September, The Florida Holocaust Museum
completed an $8.8 million renovation to
further immerse visitors in exhibitions that
trace the Holocaust's deep-rooted history and
honor those who resisted and rebuilt. Among
the 25,000 artifacts in its collection is one of
the few Nazi-era boxcars remaining, like the
ones used to transport victims to Auschwitz
and Treblinka, as well as one of the Danish
fishing boats used in the rescue of more than
7.000 people. Guests can also see pieces on
display from The Wiesel Collection, honoring
the lives and legacies of Holocaust survivors
Elie and Marion Wiesel. thefhm.org

IMAGINE MUSEUM

Guests can view more than 2,500 pieces

of contemporary glass art from local and
international artists at Imagine Museum.
Boasting two floors of exhibitions, the museum
houses such notable works as Karen LaMonte’s
*"Glass Kimonos" and Anthony James' "Portal
lcosahedron." On Valentine's Day, the museum
will celebrate its Bth anniversary and unveil its
Artist(s) of the Year at its annual Fire & Light
event, featuring music, hors d'oeuvres and
refreshments. imaginemuseum.com

INDIAN ROCKS HISTORICAL MUSEUM
Located in a historic beach cottage built in
1939, the Indian Rocks Historical Museum
transports guests back in ime to learn more

nonstop
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dass sculptures, captivating
installations and thought-
provoking exhibitions

The Fiorida Holocaust Museum features such
powerful artifacts on display as the Danish fishing
boat Thor and Boxcar #113 069-5

Museum, they'll seea
the history6f the besch community
the histe

about the beach community. In addition to

an exhibit on the Tocobaga Indians who lived
in the area, visitors can view photographs,
maps and other graphics that illustrate how
Indian Rocks changed over time. There is even
an audiovisual exhibit, "Shifting Sands," that
chronicles the changes that have occurred

on the barrier islands and along the coastline
due to natural forces and human impact.
irbmuseum.com ©
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